
Scituate Home Rule Charter Commission 
Meeting 34: Minutes 

Wednesday, June 12, 2019 at 6:30 pm 

Approved 

1. Call to order and Pledge of Allegiance. Meeting called to order at 6:34 pm. 

Roll call. Present: Steven Brannigan, Brian Carpenter, Kirk Loiselle, Theodore Pryzbyla, Terry Nolin, 
Stephen Hopkins, Mary Manning-Morse, Ruth Strach, and Erika McCormick       
Also in attendance: Wyatt Brochu.                 
B. Carpenter: Exits 6:30pm.              Ericka McCormick arrives at 7:28.  

2. Approval of minutes of  
 M. Morse: Motion to approve Monday, June 10th minutes  
 K. Loiselle:   Second 
  M. Morse states she was inaccurately cited as speaking about South Kingstown appropriations. Should 
have been interference with police chief. 1st sentence is not right.  Correction: “non-interference relative to 
police chiefs in the charter.” 

B. Carpenter: Adjournment was 8:30.  

Motion to accept with corrections. 
All in Favor: Yes 
Brian Carpenter, T. Nolin, and T. Pryzbyla:  abstained.  
  
3. Continuation from Monday, June 3 meeting:   
 Review of and/or vote on the following articles of the most recent draft of the Home Rule Charter:  

R. Strach:  Overview of what has been covered.  

S. Brannigan: Preamble : In 2 of my 4 charters this covered in Basic Provisions. Thinks it can go in either place 

B. Carpenter: Motion we leave Preamble alone.  
K. Loiselle:  Second 
All in favor: Yes 

R. Strach:  505: Ordinance Initiative Petition. Just to point out that the order was a bit confusing in i and j, the 
petition withdrawal was in between.  As you have it now, withdrawal as a separate paragraph. No language/
content change.  

Attorney W. Brochu: Recommendation is on d; I would recommend “or read to them”  

B. Carpenter: Opportunity to read the full text in the ordinance. 
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Attorney W. Brochu: I checked with the clerk and she said 20 days, however there might be a cost for the Town. 
Request for withdraw should be notarized.  

R. Strach:  We have it as 30 days, we thought 20 was a little lean.  

Attorney W. Brochu: Timeframes should be looked at.  

R. Strach:  So you are going to do all those calculations? 

Attorney W. Brochu: Yes, I will speak to the clerk.  

M. Morse:  Petition signatures.  

Attorney W. Brochu: Need to collect more signatures than necessary.  

Tim McCormick 
Trimtown Rd. 
  
I apologize for being late, but can you say what are you covering tonight?  

R. Strach:  We are just catching up with Wyatt who has not here n Monday and we have a number of questions 
for him. These need to be addressed first.   

R. Strach:  Question in 603 d. :Manager has to attend all the Town Council meetings?  

M. Morse:  East Greenwich  charter “unless excused”? Or the suggestion was made “or an  appointee”?  

Attorney W. Brochu: Would not want it to say “some meetings”.  

M. Morse:  The word all, means all.  

T. Pryzbyla:  Compelled to appoint someone.  

Attorney W. Brochu: Would not want the council to have an expectation?  We (solicitors) always see black and 
white. You would rarely have a manager address the audience at the meeting. Maybe take out “all”.  

E. McCormick:  Motion we take out “all”. 
S. Brannigan: Second 
All in favor: Yes 

R. Strach:  Board of Assessment review. 

Attorney W. Brochu: 1013 say “Authority to render a decision on the appeal”.  
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M. Morse:  Motion in Article 10 Section 1013 to add “render a decision on the appeal.”  
K. Loiselle:  Second 
All in favor: Yes 

R. Strach:  In Article 11 :Add Police chief non interference clause? 

M. Morse:  My other charters also include the Town Manager. 
  
T. Pryzbyla:  How does the Town Manager manage the police force?  

M. Morse:  It is the day to day operations over the department.   

E. McCormick:  I do not see any harm adding.  

R. Strach:  Chuck Collins thought it should be in the charter.  

T. Pryzbyla:  Would this prevent the things from happening? 

Attorney W. Brochu: Some of this requires common sense. Leave the chief to his own decisions.  

Attorney W. Brochu: Law enforcement is different. You could say day to day operations.  

R. Strach:  Reads 1101 a, can we put something more specific? 

Attorney W. Brochu: Most Town Managers and Police Chief have a contract, with a reference to functions.  

R. Strach:  1306 does the Planner to be separate or can be added here if the job gets combined?? 

Attorney W. Brochu: You could  have a building official that gets named as a planner.  

E. McCormick:  Add planner? 

R. Strach:  Put in “and or.”  

B. Carpenter: Do we need anything about attending planning board meetings? 

Attorney W. Brochu: Planner should. Planner often takes on a larger role.  

B. Carpenter: Sentence at the end of 1305? 

Attorney W. Brochu: “to attend planning board meetings” 
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Tim McCormick:  
Trimtown Road 
If the planner is being paid per diem then I do not think the planner needs to be at the meeting if not necessary.  
I agree, it would be challenging to do that.  

“Planner to attend as necessary” added.  

R. Strach:  The question came up on Monday from Chuck Collins with regard to the cost of  making a change in 
the fiscal year. 

T. Pryzbyla:  We will plan it out. I do not have a problem either way.  

E. McCormick:  Is there anything that gets us out of it?  

T. Pryzbyla:  If we do the 15 month year.  You have a year to sit down and think about it. Simple decision, do 
you do a short year or long year? The language used here is flexible.  

R. Strach:  2102 b 

Attorney W. Brochu: Charter does not affect your staff.  

E. McCormick:  Many charters have some language on it.  

T. Nolan:  There ere statements made by Animal Control officer last week about appointed and employee. 

Attorney W. Brochu: She misunderstood.  

R. Strach; Chuck Collins also called attention to 408 a. : Quorum last week. Has concerns about recusals for the 
Art Festival.  
T. Pryzbyla:  To get something passed it has to be a majority of the council. 

Attorney W. Brochu: The majority is a quorum and I would keep it like that even though you wanted a 
supermajority for Manager. 

R. Strach:  No more discussion on that? No need to change. Already voted last week.   

5. Audience Comments: 

Tim McCormick:  
Section 105 why teacher not school employee?  

E. McCormick:  That is what is in the statute.  
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T. McCormick:  What about if you work in the kitchen? 

E. McCormick:  Add the word and “RI code of ethics”? 

T. McCormick:  Town Council cannot fire a teacher.  

S. Brannigan: See Basic Provision section 105. 

Attorney W. Brochu: Companion statement, with another provision for the school department.  

T. McCormick:  Section 1005 j is there a reason to change that? 
Discussion of purchasing agent.  

Article 1203 b, sounds very broad. Annual and long-range projects of DPW. 
Discussion of that.  
  
Article 20, I still think there should be language about boards and commissions stating that they should not be 
from one party.  

M. Morse:  Would it be ok to have only unaffiliated?  

T. McCormick:  I think this is important to set the tone.  

Mike Marcello:  
Chopmist Hill Road 
Document that needs support.  Commission does not address the 2 parties in this state.  
This charter does not have one ounce of inclusiveness. We have a history of appointing only one party on 
boards and commissions.  You might not like that I am a Democrat.  

R. Strach:  How to include the unaffiliated which  is majority of people in the town?  

T. McCormick:  I am thinking just boards and commissions; it is simple: “we recognize both  parties or 
unaffiliated.” 

E. McCormick:  Our intent, and we have spent hours discussing this. Put the behavior back on the Town 
Council. We are not eliminating anyone. e.  

B. Carpenter: I spoke against this many of times.  It should be the will of the voter to replace a party with the 
same party.  

M. Marcello:  
It is contradictory.   
This document is not inclusive at all.  
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T. McCormick:  We are getting good responses for boards now.  

B. Carpenter: Should we address this? 

M. Morse:  John Marion from Common Cause came to speak with us and  pointed out that  in a small town, 
people know what you are. I cannot see a council appointing all of one party or ignoring  that block of 5,000 
plus choosing not to affiliate.  

Attorney W. Brochu: The intent of this commission is to deemphasize the party; emphasize  electing people not 
the party. I believe this was supposed to be a non-party document.  

Attorney W. Brochu: Setting requirements for policy statement in the beginning.  

R. Strach:  General Provisions? 

M. Marcello:  
Difference between elections and boards and commissions.  
Just looking for balance, it is 2019. People in the town that do not feel as though they will ever get put on a 
board or commission.  

T. Pryzbyla:  Madam Chair, how many times do we have to hear this statement?  

T. McCormick:  
Section 403 I continue to disagree with this. I think there should be a super majority for forfeiture. It requires a 
higher threshold.  

Attorney W. Brochu: We addressed this.  

R. Strach:  Add 2 warnings in writing? 

M. Marcello:  
402b: A one year ban? We had 2 year ban in the (legislative draft charter). 
Also  903: School Committee sets their own salary? 

M. Marcello: You are raising your own salary, I think that is illegal.  

M. Morse:  FTM votes.  

E. McCormick:  Are you quoting state statute?  

T. Pryzbyla:  It is his opinion.  
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M. Marcello: Prohibit dual office holding? Do not see the need for 1306. 

T. McCormick: I think we need to have 1306.  

M. Marcello: 2202 : Amendment Provision: what if someone wanted to add a tax cap by charter as they have it 
in East Providence? This does not allow for that. 
  
Attorney W. Brochu: This language is customary for voter initiative and came from the ordinance provision.  

M. Morse:  We have given more flexibility.  

R. Strach:  Should we have a motion to eliminate? 

T. Pryzbyla:  Could we think about this?  

M. Marcello: Appendix I:Why do we want to put in a list of appropriations? 

T. Pryzbyla:  The Committee wanted format for the voters.  

E. McCormick:  My understanding that this could be changed.  

Attorney W. Brochu: 10% of a line item and that drove the discussion, what is an appropriation? Are these  
categories general enough?  

T. Pryzbyla:  If the state puts another item then how will we handle.  

Attorney W. Brochu: The goal was to keep freedom in the FTM but put the public on notice if there are any 
large proposals.  

T. McCormick: Meet State guidelines.  

M. Marcello:  
My disappointment on not adding voting districts.  
Kept every elected office except the treasurer and town clerk.  

R. Strach:  We followed feedback from people.  

M. Morse:  I gave consideration to district voting during  legislative draft charter meeting. However, I have 
changed my thinking based on my experience with Hope Furnace Road issue. It did not benefit Hope residents 
to have 3 Town Council members from Hope.  

M. Marcello:  
Can you point to a provision or two that have been brought by the audience? 
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E. McCormick:  District voting and my take away is that we did not have to many changes.   

Steven Venditelli 
32 Cook Drive  
I agree with Michael regarding elections.   

E. McCormick:  404 we have been asked to mirror language d within 7 days of vacancy. Mirror in 501 c.  

Attorney W. Brochu: Trying to get away from requiring posting in the newspaper.  

Attorney W. Brochu: Intensional with requiring acts.  

R. Strach:  603 a: add language for the Town Manager to “ to advertise and interview”.  

E. McCormick:  1103 noticed a change in authority.  Discusses.  

S. Hopkins: Previous Town Council, did they create police positions? 

R. Strach:  Next Wednesday 5:00.  

Attorney W. Brochu: Final meeting should have all members.  

4. Adjournment. Motion to adjourn by T. Pryzbyla, seconded by K. Loiselle, Meeting adjourned at 9:55 pm. 

Respectfully submitted by Theresa Yeaw, recording secretary.  
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